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ACT 1--SCENE1

A huge pile of building blocks sits on one side of
the stage. Two chairs on the other.

A shadow wor ks on the mountain. Building a
tower out of the bricks. He seems to be good at
building too; the tower he'sworking on is at
least five feet tall, looking like a half-finished
Empire Sate Building.

The bricks ar e semi-translucent and glow when
placed together, lit by a stage light from above
or below.

Thereis another old tower in the darkness of the
stage as if it has been for gotten about. It is not
lit up.

AT RISE

(Theman working a the bricks is LUKE, thefirst
thingthat hits usis his age- way old. Heworks
skillfully on his tower, sometimes amost franticly.

Sometimes the bricks don't fit, sometimes he has to
balancethem. He' s totaly engaged in building So
much so, hedoesn't see

CAL ENTERS

CAL is much younger than LUKE. Shetakesinthe
room; LUKE. Thebricks. Naive but not too so.
Filled with potentid.)

Hello? They just sent me here from-

From where?

CAL

LUKE



CAL
(points)
Out there. From orientation. They said that | had to comein here and that someone
would show me what to do.

(LUKE nods slowly. Knowing.)

LUKE
| see.

(And back to hiswork. CAL stands there
awkwardly for amoment.)

CAL
What do you do? Sorry - What do we do?

LUKE
Build.

CAL

(repests to herself)
Build.
(Shelooks round.)

CAL (CONT’'D)

Build what?

(LUKE hurls his bricks back. Hedidn't need this,
he' s got towersto build.)

LUKE

(he begns, laboured, rehearsed)
Welcometo Room Two. Room Two is where the company’s buildingwork is competed.
You'll find that we liketo think of our employ ees as members of one large family and so
‘we wish to takethis opportunity to welcomeyou to your new job. Wewant you too
fed as comfortable and relaxed as possible as amember of our team. Duringy our
workingday you'll be expected to build thetowers that keep our organization moving
forward and -

CAL
What towers? You said something about towers?

(LUKE pointsto atower.)



CAL (CONT’'D)
Oh. Anddl youdoisbuild towers dl day?

LUKE
(wants to go back to doingjust that)
Yes.

CAL
(takingthisin)
Andthat’s dl we haveto do? Wejust build?

LUKE
Just build. One completetower can keep the company running for five hundred years.

CAL

(shelights up)
Cool! | can do that!

(Shebegnsto build. Luke carries on with his
tower.

Then after amoment.)

CAL (CONT’'D)
Thisis my first job. Right out of University. It’s not theonly onel gopplied to though.
They gave mean interview on Tuesday and then now I'm here. 1I’'m Cadlan by theway.
I’'m redlly sorry, what did you say your namewas?

LUKE
Luke.

CAL
Okay. That’scool. | went to primary school with aboy caled Luke. HE s an dectrician
now. Although | haven't spoken to himin ages. Wewere never that close. It’sanice
name though.

(LUKE isnot interested.)

CAL (CONT’'D)
| talk to much. | know I talk to much, so if thereis ever atime when you want meto
stop, just say.

LUKE
| want you to stop.



CAL
(thinking that LUKE is joking)
That’sfunny.

(Her blocks start to fall down.)

CAL (CONT’'D)
Ohnao! Isthereaspecia way | should be doingthis? Like a specific technique or
something? I’'mtryingto stick them together but it’s not redly working.

LUKE
Everyone has their own technique. Although they say thereis aright way.

CAL
What is theright way?

LUKE
| never learnt it. It took many years of buildingto get thistower. Andit’s still not
finished. 1've spent most of my lifebuildingit. | fed likel’ve never left this room.

CAL
Redly? | supposethat means | havealongway to go?

LUKE
| would say so.

CAL
Soeaking of leavingtheroom, | anredly thirsty, likel could do with agdass of water or
something. Isthereawater fountain or avending machinein the corridor?

LUKE
What corridor?

CAL
Out there? I’'m goingto go look. Is there one down the hal?

LUKE
(frank, dark.)
You can never leavethisroom. You can't stop buildingyour tower.

CAL
What ?



LUKE
Thereis no door. If you stop building the lights go off.

CAL
(concerned)
What do you mean? If westop buildingthe towers?

LUKE
Yes. Thelightswill go off. That will beit.

CAL
That will beit?
LUKE
(sombre)
That will beit.
CAL

What will happen to us?

(LUKE saysit dl in asingelook then goes right
back to building.

Takingit in. CAL startsto look around. Suddenly
thereis more urgency to build her tower.)

CAL (CONT’'D)
How do you get out?

LUKE
Get out?

CAL
Of this room-

LUKE

| was told that when | completed my tower | could leave. But not before.

CAL
And how long ago was that, exactly ?

LUKE
Many, many years. Somany tha | can't remember.

CAL
Luke, how longhas it been likethat?



LUKE
(sore)
That isn't important.

(CAL carrieson building. The blocks keep
collgpsing. They haveto be balanced.

LUKE sees that sheis strugding.)

LUKE (CONT’D)
You haveto take more care.

CAL
They won't stay together.

LUKE
You haveto be careful how you placethem. It isnot arace. It has to be done correctly.
There are no shortcuts. Watch me.

(He slowly takes ablock from the pile and restsiit
in position. It isan art form.)

CAL
It just takes so long. Theremust be afaster way.

LUKE
| wish therewas. | have spent my life building this tower and | am still nowhere near
finishing Itismy life swork.

CAL
Haveyou ever tried to build faster?

LUKE
The bricks dways fall.

CAL

There has to be another way .

(She stops building and starts to look around.
LUKE notices thisand isn't happy.)

LUKE
What areyou doing?



CAL
| want to look around. There must beaway out.

LUKE
Thereisn’'t one. You haveto keep building!

CAL
(dismissive)
I will, I will. Hold on. Cam down.

LUKE
No! You haveto build.

(CAL finds the old tower that isn’t lit up. Almost
finished. It is covered in dust.

Shedragsit into thelight and inspectsit.)

CAL
What is this?

LUKE
| don’t know! You must build your tower!

CAL
But Luke, this oneis amost finished.

LUKE
| wouldn’t know.

CAL

It is. Look at it. It just needs afew more bricks and then it’s completed. Why haven't
you finished this one? You could have been out of here ages ago!

LUKE
That isn't how it works! You must build your own!

(Thestagelights start to flicker on and off.
LUKE gets more upset.)

LUKE (CONT’D)
Thisiswhat | amtakingabout! Please! You must build!

CAL
But what about this one?



LUKE
Your own! You must build your own.

(Astheflickering gets worse CAL stares a the old
tower. Thinking about her options.

LUKE is getting more frantic as the darkness gets
closer.)

LUKE (CONT’'D)
Hurry! Build now!

(CAL darts across the room and add abrick to her
small tower. Thelights come back on full.

They both relax.)

CAL
That was scary .

LUKE
That was dangerous. You could havekilled us both.

CAL
I’m sorry.

(The pair build for ashort time. CAL’s curiosity is
buildinginside her.)

CAL (CONT’'D)
How long has it been like this?

LUKE
(reluctant)
The company changed their policy on buildingtowers after | got thisjob. They said the
business needed us to stay and build. | was alittle older than you and | took this job one
holiday because| needed themoney. Now herel am.

CAL
Who's‘us'? You sad ‘the businesstold us'. Who is us?

(LUKE sighs.)

LUKE
You are here to replace someone who |eft.



CAL
Someone who got out?

LUKE
No.

CAL

Thenwhat? They finished their tower?

LUKE
No.

CAL
(redizing)
Ohno. Ohno! They died didn’t they? Someonedied in this room. Someone worked
their whole life and died here without finishingtheir tower! Who would let that happen?

LUKE
You are over-reacting. Your parents had to do this. Asdid mine. Thisistheway things
work.

CAL
(freaking out)
Who would let alife mean nothinglikethat? Who would die having only ahaf built
tower to their name? Thisiswrong Thisis so very wrongand you know it! Andyou
just let it happen. What iswrongwith this place?

LUKE
Cam down.

CAL
You don't even care. Do you?

LUKE
It istheway things work here.

CAL

Sayingthat doesn’'t makeit right.
(CAL begnsto cam down.)
LUKE

(quietly)
| know.



10.

(Sowly, theyounggrl starts to build again. All the
time gancing over to the old tower.

After another short time.)

CAL
Haveyou ever tried to escape?

(LUKE ignores her.)

CAL (CONT’'D)
Haveyou ever tried to escape? Haveyou? Isit possible? Did you ever eventry?

LUKE
Once.

CAL
And?

LUKE

(angy)

It didn’t work. Bequiet and build.

CAL

Haveyou ever seen acompleted tower?

LUKE
No.

CAL
Haveyou tried to build on that one?

LUKE
No.

CAL
What would happen if you did?

LUKE
Nothing.

CAL

How do you know? You have never even tried it. We could both build that tower and
oet out of heretoday. Right now!



LUKE
It’simpossible.

CAL
But you've never even tried!

(CAL takes abrick and runs over to the old tower.
Sandingon achair, she places the brick at thetop.

Thelightsflicker. Theold tower starts to gow
very gently.)

CAL (CONT’'D)
Seel Look! It's gowing!

LUKE
Thisisn't goingto work. You are puttingyoursef in danger.

CAL
No I’'mnot. I’'m gettingout of here.

(With that shefranticly startsto completetheold
tower. Every brick she places makes it gow more.

All thetime the lights are flickering and getting
dimmer and dimmer.)

LUKE
Sop it! Buildyou own!

(CAL drags the old tower over to the pile of bricks
and racesto finishit.

Thelights flicker more and more. The old tower
startsto gow likethe Sun. LUKE gets more and
more frustrated with what is going on.

SHOUTING FOR HER TO STOP. Heboltstothe
side of theroom and triesto hide. Protecting
himself.

Then: CAL adds thefind pieceto thetower and the
lights shut off completely. Thetower stands their
dowing.



12.

CAL looksto LUKE and the pair watch in aweof it.

Thedow of thetower now lights up the exit which
has appeared.

CAL moves towards it. She stops and gestures for
LUKE)

CAL
Comeon! What areyou waitingfor? Thisisit! Thisistheway out.

LUKE
Go on without me.

CAL
What? No! You arecoming Thisisfreedom, no moretowers! Hurry.

(A pause)

LUKE
| can’t go.

CAL
Can't orwon't? Theworld isout here. A different lifeto buildingtowers al day ina
room without windows. Out herethere are trees and fidds and warm Summer day s.
Chances and opportunities wait. You could havethelifeyou dreamed of instead of being
locked in this prison and being forced to stack building blocks al day likeaslave. What
doyou say? It’s one step through this door.

LUKE
| can't. It istoo much of arisk.

CAL
Luke-

LUKE

| ansorry. | can’'t go out there.

(CAL hangs her head. Sowly SHE EXIT Sthrough
the open doorway leaving LUK E done on stage.

When she has gone LUK E smashes the old tower to
piecesin ahysterica fit and scatters the bricks back
into the pile.



13.

Thelights come back up. Hequietly goes back to
building his own tower.

RYAN ENTERS
(RYAN is another young man. Wearing asuit that
istoo bigfor him he bounces into the room and

holds out ahand for LUKE to shake.)

RYAN
Hdlo sir. They just sent mein herefrom orientation. Pleased to meet you.

LUKE
Pleased to meet you.

BLACKOUT.

The End.



